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1. BACKGROUND 
The 15th SAASTEC Conference was held at the Durban Natural Science Museum 
(DNSM) in Durban from the 4 – 8th November 2013.  
 
In response to a call for proposals to host the 15th SAASTEC Conference – two 
proposals were submitted. One from Shalamuka Science Discovery Centre (Penreach) 
in Mpumalanga and one from the Durban Natural Science Museum. The SAASTEC 
Board felt that due to the fact there were a number of science centres in the KZN area 
- holding the conference in Durban would give more science centre staff (on different 
levels) a chance to attend who would perhaps not normally be considered due to 
financial constraints. 
 

2. GENERAL 
At the SAASTEC Board meeting on the 8th April 2013, a Local Organising Committee (LOC) 
was appointed. This was comprised of: 

¶ Allison Ruiters (Chair),  

¶ Derek Fish (UniZul) 

¶ Candice Potgieter (UKZN) 

¶ Ginny Stone (SAASTEC Conference Organiser / Secretary) 

¶ Jone Porter (SAAMBR) and Tanya Reinhart (STEC – UKZN) were  co-opted so that all 
the SC’s in the Durban area were represented and involved. 

 
An invitation and call for papers announcement was sent out to all relevant parties on the 
29th April 2013.  The second announcement was sent in the middle of July (Appendix A). 
 

 2.1 Theme of Conference 

 The theme of the 15th SAASTEC conference was aligned to the Science Centre 
World Summit 2014 on the following topics: 
 

¶ Research and communication of research 

¶ Formal and informal learning 

¶ New Technologies for learning and engagement 

¶ Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
It was also decided several years ago by the SAASTEC Board to include a theme each 
year on the forthcoming focus year – in this case: 
 

¶ 2014 - Year of Crystallography – ideas for celebrating this at science centres 
(http://www.iycr2014.org). 

 
It was further agreed that the people whose abstracts had been accepted for the 
7SCWS should present (on the same topic) at the SAASTEC conference in an effort 
towards assisting and ensuring that excellent papers would be delivered at the 
World Summit in Belgium in March 2014. 

 

http://www.iycr2014.org/
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 2.2 Registration and Programme 

  
Whilst the Durban Natural Science Museum (DNSM) Research Centre has access to 
a large auditorium that can seat 200 people, due to unforeseen events, the main 
part of the conference was held at the Royal Hotel. The costs for this were borne by 
the DNSM. Lunches were held daily at the Durban City Hall Galleries – which was 
across the road from the Royal Hotel and a short 5 minute walk. 
 
Due to the fact that it is very difficult to get papers for proceedings out of delegates 
after the conference, it was decided that delegates who were presenting at the 
conference would have to submit their papers upon registering.  This worked quite 
well and the majority of papers were submitted at this time.   
 
The Proceedings of the 15th SAASTEC Conference have been compiled and an ISBN 
number has been allocated to this publication. It is available for download on the 
following link: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/x7kn6zqx4kddvu0/mvP6PZhEP- . 
 
Early bird conference fees were pegged at R1100 for SAASTEC Members and R1600 
for non-SAASTEC Members.  This option closed on the 30th August 2013. After this 
date the conference fees were R1300 for SAASTEC Members and R1800 for non-
members. 
 
134 people registered and attended the conference. This included three from 
Kenya, one from Germany and one from the United Kingdom. (See Appendix B) 
 
22 people were subsidized and did not pay registration fees.  This included the 
three delegates from Kenya (whose papers were also accepted as poster 
presentations for the 7SCWS).  Funding  - transport and accommodation - was 
sought for these delegates from the NRF – Dr Beverly Damonse who in turn 
contacted Mr Michael Nxumalo, Director: International Relations and Cooperation 
Africa and Multilateral Cooperation who then generously agreed to sponsor these 
three people through various units in his division. It also included Mr Peter Maleta 
from the VaNkuna Community Foundation who is responsible for the 
conceptualisation and implementation of a Centre for Science and Technology in 
Nkowankowa (Tzaneen - Limpopo Province). Mr Maleta’s travel and hotel costs 
were generously sponsored by SAASTA. 
 
Deadline for submission of abstracts was 31st July 2013. This was extended for 2 
weeks. A total of 71 abstracts were received for oral presentations and 3 for 
posters.   
 
The SAASTEC Board met at the DNSM on the 22nd August 2013 and discussed and 
approved the submitted abstracts. Of these abstracts 68 were approved as talks 
with the other 3 being converted to posters. Seven talks were subsequently 
withdrawn due to various reasons and a total of 61 talks were given at the 
conference.   
 
A total of 8 posters were presented at the conference. 
 
The Minister of Science and Technology, Mr Derek Hanekom gave the opening 
address at the conference on Tuesday 5th November. As usual, the Minister gave a 
rousing speech that set the tone for the conference. 
 
The programme was stimulating and well received (Appendix C). These 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/x7kn6zqx4kddvu0/mvP6PZhEP-
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presentations are available for download on the following link: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/18dzkr2gs56pi5i/5zV33W0DkO . 
 
 

 2.3 Workshops 

 In accordance with the proviso in the DST funding contract the following workshops 
were offered during the course of the conference: 
 

Date Workshop Hosted By 

4th Nov Conducting a monitoring and 
evaluation exercise – a starter kit 

Michael Peter  
(120 minutes) 

4th Nov Window into the distant past: 
Fossils as objects that tell a story 

Tebogo Mohlakane-
Mafereka  
(60 minutes) 

5th Nov Workshop at Ushaka Marine World Jone Porter 
(60 minutes) 

8th & 9th 
Nov 

How to conduct visitor research 
and evaluation in your institution. 

Marie Hobson  
(2 days) 

 
 

 2.4 Exhibitions and Sponsors 

 Ultimately, due to the fact that the conference was moved from the research 
centre to the Royal Hotel, there were only two exhibitors and the conditions were 
rather unsatisfactory due to the fact that the space provided was not easily seen by 
delegates. This was compensated for by not charging them the full price for their 
exhibitions.  
 
The following places kindly sponsored items: 
 

¶ KZN Science Centre - pens, pads and lanyards. 

¶ STEC (UKZN) – mugs. 

¶ City Fleet (EThekwini Municipality) – shuttles and vehicles for the 
conference. 

¶ Energy Office (EThekwini Municipality) – 20 bicycles for use during the 
conference 

 

 2.5 Catering 

 DNSM generously agreed to sponsor all teas and lunches for the conference. 
SAASTEC provided catering for the functions and for the post-conference 
workshop. This was more than adequately provided by PJ Home Style 
Catering. 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/18dzkr2gs56pi5i/5zV33W0DkO
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 2.6 Functions 

 The following functions were enjoyed by all: 

Ice Breaker (4th Nov) was held at the KwaMuhle Museum. This included a 
rousing drumming session (sponsored by the DNSM). 

Dinner (5th Nov) - held at the Upper Deck at uShaka Marine World.  

Gala Dinner (6th Nov) held at Moses Mabhida Stadium Presidential Suite. 
This included a sky car trip for delegates (trip sponsored by DNSM). 
 

 2.7 Transport & Accommodation 

 The LOC secured good rates from the Garden Court South Beach Hotel. This was 
advertised on the website as the official “conference hotel”. Transport was 
provided to and from the venue.   
 
A list of alternative accommodation was also provided on the website for those 
who had their own transport and did not wish to stay at the designated conference 
hotel. 
 
Transport to and from the functions and workshop venue was provided. 
 
Transport was also provided to and from the airport at specified times. 
 

 2.8 Finances 

 DST generously increased their grant from R150,000 to R200,000 this year. This is 
highly appreciated and SAASTEC is indebted to the DST for their support.   
 
The contract was signed on the 4th June 2013.  This money was received into the 
SAASTEC account on the 22nd of July 2013. 
 
A total income of R112,300.00 was generated in conference registration fees. 
 
An amount of R241,599.42 was spent against the conference account.   
 
This means that a profit of R70,700.58 was made. 
 
A detailed financial breakdown of conference expenses is attached as Appendix D. 
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3. Conclusion 
All in all the 15th SAASTEC Conference was a very successful conference and was enjoyed by 
all. The quality of the papers was generally higher than at previous conferences. The 
hospitality afforded by the Durban Natural Science Museum and the eThekwini Municipality 
was also very much appreciated. 
 
Feedback from the delegate on-line questionnaire can be found in Appendix E. 
 
SAASTEC would like, once again, to express the fact that it is deeply indebted to the 
Department of Science and Technology for their support of this conference and is eternally 
grateful for the opportunities provided.  
 

 
Ginny Stone 
SAASTEC SECRETARY/TREASURER/LOC Member               
28th January 2014 

 

 

Group photo taken on Thursday 7
th

 November 2013
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APPENDIX B  
 

SAASTEC Delegates 2013 

 
 Surname Name Organisation 

1.  Ntholi Thakane  

2.  Ramahuma Andrew Anglo American Science Centre 

3.  Seopa Jan Anglo American Science Centre 

4.  Habedi Tebogo ArcelorMittal SC Madadeni 

5.  Mbonane Nkululeko ArcelorMittal SC Madadeni 

6.  Mhoni Mthobisi ArcelorMittal SC Madadeni 

7.  Tsie Puleng ArcelorMittal SC Madadeni 

8.  Dudumashe Siphosethu ArcelorMittal SC Saldanha 

9.  Maqubela Busisiwe ArcelorMittal SC Saldanha 

10.  Motsapi Daniel ArcelorMittal SC Sebokeng 

11.  Mphokela Thami ArcelorMittal SC Sebokeng 

12.  Jackson Daphne Arebueng SC 

13.  Kalika Marshsa Brian Boswell Circus, NZG & Natal Lion Park, Enviro Scientist 

14.  Cleverdon Julie Cape Town Science Centre 

15.  Jacobs Muneerah Cape Town Science Centre 

16.  Phage Itumeleng Central University of Technology 

17.  Ndabeni Mpumezo  Coega  Development Corporation 

18.  Sithole Mpilo Pearl Community Development Programme,  UKZN 

19.  Nyawose Bona DITSONG: National Museum of Natural History 

20.  Gule Tebogo DST 

21.  Hanekom Derek DST 

22.  Madiga Mokgadi DST 

23.  Ramovha Isaac DST 

24.  Selepe  Koki  DST 

25.  Baldev Renusha  Durban Natural Science Museum 

26.  Dlamini Deron  Durban Natural Science Museum 

27.  Fuchs Jody  Durban Natural Science Museum 

28.  Gumede Busi  Durban Natural Science Museum 

29.  Hlatshwayo Dudu  Durban Natural Science Museum 

30.  Memela Jabulani  Durban Natural Science Museum 

31.  Mngomezulu Maypher  Durban Natural Science Museum 

32.  Msweli Zodwa  Durban Natural Science Museum 

33.  Naidoo Theshnie  Durban Natural Science Museum 

34.  Nkobi Nhlanhla Durban Natural Science Museum 

35.  Nzama Sindi  Durban Natural Science Museum 

36.  Redman Guy Durban Natural Science Museum 

37.  Ruiters  Allison Durban Natural Science Museum 

38.  Shazi Zamo  Durban Natural Science Museum 
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39.  Thusi Basheshile Durban Natural Science Museum 

40.  Kwinana Phumezo FOSST Discovery Centre 

41.  Magqeleba Thandi FOSST Discovery Centre 

42.  Okao Kazu FOSST Discovery Centre 

43.  Mangolele Hlengani Samson Giyani Science Centre 

44.  Ngobeni Boy Thompson Giyani Science Centre 

45.  Mafereka Jeremia GwOT and EnerKey PMC Chair 

46.  Dhlamini Tony HartRAO 

47.  Reddy Vijay HSRC 

48.  Hasselmann Annette Impuls-design, media-exhibition-communication, Germany 

49.  Bukhosini Siphesihle Isibusiso Esihle Science Discovery Centre 

50.  Van Onselen Jacques Jezreel Eduscience 

51.  Inglis Robert Jive Media Africa / SAASTA 

52.  Magolo   Sinah Joburg City Parks 

53.  Moodley Kogie Joburg City Parks 

54.  Odoyo Elizabeth Kenya Agricultural Research Institute (KARI), Kenya 

55.  Monjero Kenneth Kenya Agricultural Research Institute, (KARI) Kenya 

56.  Birkin Michael KZN Science Centre 

57.  Chauca Celiwe KZN Science Centre 

58.  Kast Nazley KZN Science Centre 

59.  Motilall Chantal KZN Science Centre 

60.  Potgieter Candice KZN Science Centre 

61.  Govender Kesigan KZN Science Centre 

62.  Lelliott Tony Marang Centre, Wits 

63.  Kariuki Christine Ministry of Higher Education, S&T (MoHEST) Kenya 

64.  Taetsane Lebakae (Joseph) Moipone Academy 

65.  Mguni Mondli Mondi science Centre 

66.  Moatshe Chrisencia  Mothibistad 

67.  Van Wyk Elsie Mothibistad 

68.  Keninda Nomusa Mpumalanga Department of Education 

69.  Mohlakane Tebogo National Museum 

70.  De Jager Elize National Zoological Gardens 

71.  Oberprieler Ulrich National Zoological Gardens 

72.  Hobson Marie Natural History Museum  

73.  Lekwe Gilbert NECSA 

74.  McCartney Chris  NMB Science & Technology Centre 

75.  Poswa Singa NMB Science & Technology Centre 

76.  Medupe Rodney North West University SC, Mafikeng 

77.  Molebatsi Lerato North West University SC, Mafikeng 

78.  Smit Jan North West University SC, Potchefstroom 

79.  Watt Ian Old Mutual Properties (Pty) Ltd 

80.  Khumalo Samkelo Olwazini Science Centre 

81.  Mazibuko Lungi Olwazini Science Centre 

82.  Ndamane Silindile Olwazini Science Centre 
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83.  Ndlovu Xolisile Olwazini Science Centre 

84.  Maubane Daniel Osizweni EDC 

85.  Pai Gontse Osizweni EDC 

86.  Tsipa Alfred Osizweni EDC 

87.  Kilian Heidi SA Association for Marine Biological Research 

88.  Porter Jone SA Association for Marine Biological Research 

89.  Khumalo Buzani SAAO 

90.  Manxoyi Sivuyile SAAO 

91.  Koloko Anacletta SAASTA 

92.  Langa Onela SAASTA 

93.  Mkansi Shadrack SAASTA 

94.  Mtsweni Thandamanzi SAASTA 

95.  Phaahla Lehlogonolo SAASTA 

96.  Phayane Onica SAASTA 

97.  Raynard Lorenzo SAASTA 

98.  Stone Ginny SAASTEC 

99.  Fraser Elisa SANSA Science Centre 

100.  Khathide Msizi SANSA Science Centre 

101.  Gerber Francois Sci-Bono Discovery Centre 

102.  Brits William Sci-Bono Discovery Centre 

103.  Dusrath Akash Sci-Bono Discovery Centre 

104.  Ellis Michael Sci-Bono Discovery Centre 

105.  Hopwood Stuart Sci-Bono Discovery Centre 

106.  Kramer David Sci-Bono Discovery Centre 

107.  Mangena Thami Sci-Bono Discovery Centre 

108.  Peter Michael Sci-Bono Discovery Centre 

109.  De Villiers Colette Sci-Enza 

110.  Horak Rudi Sci-Enza 

111.  Ledwaba Kagiso Sci-Enza 

112.  Malatula Evans Sci-Enza 

113.  Mhhlaphuli Ashlan Sci-Enza 

114.  Nekhudzhiga Emmanuel Sci-Enza 

115.  Nordhoff Helga Sci-Enza 

116.  Schoeman Irene Sci-Enza 

117.  Bruton Anja Scifest Africa 

118.  Dowling Michael Sky-Skan, Inc. 

119.  Archer Dan The Ulwazi Partnership 

120.  Reinhardt Tanja University of Kwa-Zulu-Natal, STEC 

121.  Rikhotso Sandile University of Limpopo SC 

122.  Fish Derek UniZul Science Centre 

123.  Mdumiseni Nxumalo UniZul Science Centre 

124.  Moodley Vasharnia UniZul Science Centre 

125.  Mthembu Silindile UniZul Science Centre 

126.  Mtiyane Simphiwe UniZul Science Centre 
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127.  Naidoo Stacey UniZul Science Centre 

128.  Ntshangase Simphiwe UniZul Science Centre 

129.  Nzimakwe
  

Reuben UniZul Science Centre 

130.  Pillay  Tracey UniZul Science Centre 

131.  Schwartz MJ UniZul Science Centre 

132.  Maleta Peter VaNkuna Community Foundation, Tzaneen 

133.  Mathebe Sampie Vuwani Science Centre 

134.  McKay Ian Wits, Evolutionary Sciences Inst. 
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APPENDIX C 
 

Programme 

 
Monday 4th November 2013 
 

Time Activity  Mins 

3-4th 
Nov. 

SAASTAõs PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP  (Communication) 
 

14h00- 
16h00 

Fossils, windows into the distant past. Tebogo Mohlakane 60 

14h00- 
16h00 

Conducting a Monitoring and Evaluation Exercise ï A Starter 
Kit. 

Michael Peter 120 

 

Monday 4th November 2013 
 

Time Activity 

16:00 Delegates arrive at the DNSM Research Centre (only a 2min walk from KwaMuhle Museum where the 
ice breaker event will take place). Address: 151 KE Masinga Road, Corner of KE Masinga and Wyatt 
Roads, Durban 

 Tea/Coffee/Juice 

16:00- 
17:30 

Registration (KwaMuhle Museum) 

18:00- 
20:00 

Icebreaker ï  
KwaMuhle Museum  

 
Tuesday 5th November 2013 
 

Time Activity Delegate Mins 

07:30 
08:00 

Registration at Conference Venue  The Royal Hotel | 267 Anton Lembede (Smith) Street  
Morning Tea / Coffee  

30 

08:00- 
09:10 

Opening Session 
Chair : Michael Peter 

08:00 Welcome by Michael Peter (SAASTEC President) 2 

 Welcome by His Worship, Mayor of eThekwini Municipality, Cllr James Nxumalo 5 

08:05 Introduction of Keynote Speaker by DNSM Management 3 

08:10- 
08:40 

Keynote Speaker: 
Professor Mpilo Pearl Sithole  

Community Development 
Programme, University of 
KwaZulu-Natal 
 

30 

08:40- 
09:10 
 

Opening Address: 
Minister Derek Hanekom 

Department of Science  
and Technology 

30 

    

09:10- 
10:25 

Topic  : Monitoring & Evaluation (Part 1) : The Big Picture 
Session 1  (Chair : Shadrack Mkansi) 

09:10- 
09:15 

Introduction of Plenary Speaker Derek Fish 5 

09:15- 
09:45 

TIMSS: What does this study mean for Science Centres? 
Vijay Reddy, Human 
Sciences Research Council 

30 

09:45- 
09:55 

Questions for the plenary speaker 10 

09:55- 
10:10 

Promoting Science and Math at Grade 9 level - does it have 
any benefit?  

Tanja Reinhardt et.al. 
STEC, UKZN 

15 

10:10- 
10:25 

Kitchen Chemistry: Recipe for success in chemistry 
education  

Anja Fourie, Scifest Africa 
& Stephen Ashworth, 
University of East Anglia 

15 

10:25-
10:30 

Housekeeping  Allison Ruiters    5 
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10:30- 
11:00 

Tea  30 

11:00- 
12:20 

Topic  : Monitoring & Evaluation (Part 2) : The Value of M & E 
Session 2  (Chair : David Kramer)  

11:00- 
11:15 

Sound misconceptions  
Derek Fish,  
Unizul Science Centre 

15 

11:15-
11:30 

Researching the effectiveness of education programmes ð 
whose perspective is best? 

Heidi Kilian, SA 
Association for Marine 
Biological Research 

15 

11:30- 
11:40 

Assessing young childrenõs learning within an informal 
setting by making use of drawings  

Elize de Jager, NZG 10 

11:40- 
11:50 

Theoretical Reasoning vs Practical Competence: 
Necessities in Science Education 

Nazley Kast & Kesigan 
Govender, KZN Science 
Centre 

10 

11:50- 
12:00 

Taking electronics from wow to aha  
Ashlan Mohlaphuli,  
Sci-Enza 

10 

12:00- 
12:20 

Panel discussion, with questions from the audience (Part 1 & 2 speakers) 20 

12:20- 
13:15 

Topic : Sustainable Development: Programmes for the Planet 
Session 3 (Chair : Julie Cleverdon) 

12:20-
12:30 

Education for Sustainable Development  Michael Peter, Sci-Bono 10 

12:30-
12:40 

Food for the Hungry or Food for Thought?  
Kogie Moodle, 
Johannesburg City Parks 

10 

12:40- 
12:50 

Using Cutting Edge Marine Science for Curriculum Based 
Lessons  

Jone Porter, SA 
Association for Marine 
Biological Research  

10 

12:50- 
13:00 

Science for Society é. Society for Science 
Allison Ruiters, Durban 
Natural Science Museum 

10 

13:00- 
13:15 

Panel Discussion: How can we include sustainable development as a part of our 
planning and programmes? 

15 

13:15- 
14:15 

Lunch @ DNSM City Hall galleries  (and Poster Session) 60 

14:15-
15:00 

M & E DEBATE: The Battle of Signage!  
Session 4 (Chair : Stuart Hopwood) 

 

Signage: Pothole, Speed Bump and the Failing  
Freeway 

MJ Schwartz, UniZul 10 

The gloves are off!! Not to be missed, The Battle of 
Signage!  

Diane Stacey Naidoo, 
UniZul 

10 

Questions & Comments 10 

15:00- 
15:40 

Topic : The Origins of Humankind: The Case for Africa 
Session 5  (Chair : Allison Ruiters) 

15:00- 
15:15 

Are you related to a cabbage: The evidence for evolution 
Ian McKay, School of 
Geosciences, Wits 

10 

15:15- 
15:30 

Visitor Views of Human Origins in the Cradle of Humankind 
Anthony Lelliott, Marang 
Centre, University of the 
Witwatersrand 

15 

15:30 
15:40 

Questions to the Panel 10 

15:40- 
16:00 

Tea  30 

16:15- 
21:30 

Workshop @ Ushaka Marine World 
ñUsing an aquarium to teach physics and chemistryò 
 
Dinner at Upper Deck Restaurant   @ 18h00 
Transport provided to and from conference venue and back to hotel 

 

 
Wednesday 6th November 2013 
 
Time Activity Delegate Mins 

08:00 
08:30 

Registration at Conference Venue (Royal Hotel) 
Morning Tea 

30 

08:30- Housekeeping  (Allison Ruiters) 
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08:35 

08:35- 
09:30 

Topic : The Communication of Research 
Session 6 (Chair : Rudi Horak) 

08:35-
08:45 

A Survey of South African Science Centres  
Michael B Ellis,  
Sci-Bono 

10 

08:45-
08:55 

In the centre of òNetworkingó ð lessons based on a 
research in science centre development  

Shadrack Mkansi, 
SAASTA 

10 

08:55-
09:10 

Taking the Science Centre into Research facilities  
Robert Inglis (Jive Media 
Africa), Lorenzo Raynard 
(SAASTA) 

15 

09:10-
09:30 

Questions to the Panel 20 

09:30- 
10:30 

Topic : Effectively Communicating to Target Audiences 
Session 7 (Chair : Candice Potgieter) 

09:30-
09:40 

Thereõs a Zulu on my stoep: A challenging audience  
Puleng Tsie,  
ArcelorMittal Newcastle 

10 

09:40-
09:50 

Real citizens doing real science: What can citizen science 
offer?  

Irene Schoeman,  
Sci-Enza 

10 

09:50-
10:00 

Science chose them  
Emmanuel Nekhudzhiga, 
Sci-Enza 

10 

10:00- 
10:10 

Effective Use of Language: A Key Tool In Science 
Communication  

Celiwe Chauca,  
KZN Science Centre 

10 

10:10- 
10:25 

Questions to the Panel 15 

10:25- 
10:55 

Tea  30 

10:55- 
12:45 

Topic : When I grow up I want to be a Smart Science Centre 
Session 8 (Chair : Thami Mphokela) 

11:00- 
11:05 

Introduction of Plenary Speaker Michael Peter 5 

11:05- 
11:35 

What is a smart science centre really? 
Ian Watt 
Retail Xpressions 

30 

11:35- 
11:50 
 

Twinning ð a programme to strengthen the SA network of 
Science Centres?  

Julie Cleverdon, Cape 
Town SC & Busisiwe 
Maqubela, ArcelorMittal 
Saldanha SC 

15 

11:50- 
12:00 

A slimmer and fitter science centre ð It that the way to go? 
Alfred Tsipa and Daniel 
Maubane, Osizweni 

10 

12:00-
12:10 

Funding Science 
Candice Potgieter, KZN 
Science Centre 

10 

12:10- 
12:25 

Science Centres and Satellites: Communication and 
Education for All  

David Kramer, Sci-Bono 
Discovery Centre 

15 

12:25- 
12:45 

Questions to the Panel 20 

12:45- 
13:45 

Lunch @ DNSM City Hall galleries (and Poster Session) 60 

13:45- 
14:45 

Topic : New Ways of Learning 
Session 9  (Chair : Busi Maqubela) 

13:45- 
14:00 

Rethink learning perspectives  
Tebogo Habedi and Daniel 
Motsapi, ArcelorMittal 
Science Centre 

15 

14:00- 
14:10 

ArcelorMittal Science Centre bridging the gap of illiteracy 
and preparing youth for work place 

Thami Mphokela, 
ArcelorMittal 

10 

14:10- 
14:20 

A picture is worth a thousand words: How is this saying 
applicable to science?  

Thobekani Evans 
Malatula, Sci-Enza 

10 

14:20- 
14:30 

The proof of the learning is in the playing  Ginny Stone 10 

14:30- 
14:45 

Questions to the Panel 15 
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14:45- 
15:40 

Topic : Technology and the Social Media 
Session 10 (Chair  : Lorenzo Raynard) 

14:45- 
15:00 

New Generation, New Technology  
Chantal Motilall &  
Candice Potgieter,  
KZN Science Centre 

15 

15:00- 
15:10 

To Blog or not to Blog? Using a compulsory blog as 
feedback and reflection tool  

Helga Nordhoff, Sci-Enza 10 

15:10- 
15:25 

Using simulations to create public awareness of the SKA 
project  

Rudi Horak, Sci-Enza 15 

15:25- 
15:40 

Panel Discussion: How can we promote the use of new technologies for science 
communication?  

15 

15:40- Topic :New Science Centres ð Translating dreams into reality 
Session 11 (Chair : Derek Fish) 

15:40- 
15:50 

NECSA visitor centre: are we changing perceptions about 
nuclear technology? Gilbert Lekwe, NECSA 

10 

15:50- 
16:00 

The Zimbabwe Science Centre  
Susan Mahachi, Chisipite 
Senior School, Zimbabwe 

10 

16:00-
16:10 

Penreach Shalamuka Science Centre 
David Gear, Penreach 
Shalamuka Science 
Centre 

10 

16:10- 
16:20 

Questions to the Panel 10 

16:20- 
16:40 

Tea  20 

16:40- 
17:45 

Topic : Innovative Approaches to Formal and Informal Learning 
Session 12 (Chair : Anja Fourie) 

16:40- 
16:50 

Whatõs in a name? Communicating Science through 
Competitions 

L Raynard & A Koloko, 
SAASTA 

10 

16:50- 
17:00 

Is it Art or Science ð Communicating science with music 
Mdumiseni Nxumalo, 
UniZul Science Centre 

10 

17:00- 
17:10 

Comparison Between Formal And Informal Learning: 
School Versus Science Centre 

Silindile Mthembu,  
UniZul Science Centre 

10 

17:10- 
17:20 

The grain, the dough and/or perhaps the bread 
Simphiwe Ntshangase, 
UniZul Science Centre 

10 

17:20- 
17:30 

Science as part of every-day dialogue ð through the use of 
debating  

L Raynard & L Lande, 
SAASTA 

10 

17:30: 
17:45 

Questions to the Panel 15 

18:00 
21:30 

Delegates go by bus to 
Conference Dinner @ Moses  Mabhida Stadium, Presidential Suite 

 

 
Thursday 7th November 2013 
 
Time Activity Delegate Mins 

08:00 
08:30 

Registration at Conference Venue (Royal Hotel) 
Morning Tea  

30 

08:30- 
09:30 

SAASTEC AGM   All 50 

09:30- 
09:50 

Update on KPIõs, Framework etc. 
DST / SAASTEC / 
SAASTA 

30 

09:50-
10:00 

Science Slam 
Francois Gerber, Sci-Bono 
Thakane Ntholi 

10 

10:00- 
10:20 

Tea  20 

10:20- 
11:00 

Topic : Exhibitions ð a behind the scenes look at making it happen 
Session 13 (Chair : Gilbert Lekwe) 

10:20-
10:30 

Reacting to Chemistry  
Stuart Hopwood,  
Sci-Bono Discovery Centre 

10 

10:30-
10:40 

Less is More = Improved Maintenance  
William Brits,  
Sci-Bono Discovery Centre 

10 
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10:40-
10:50 

Understanding Science through Exhibitions: òReacting to 
Chemistryó  

Akash Dusrath,  
Sci-Bono Discovery Centre 

10 

10:50-
11:00 

Questions to the Panel 10 

11:00- 
11:45 

Topic : Communicating Space Science in Southern Africa  
Session 14 (Chair : Alfred Tsipa) 

11:00- 
11:15 

Space science as a driver for science awareness within the 
South African National Space Agency 

Elisa Fraser, SANSA 15 

11:15- 
11:25 

A new approach to communicating cultural astronomy 
using modern and traditional technology  

Sivuyile Manxoyi, SAAO 10 

11:25-
11:35 

SANSA Space Mobile Learning Unit  Msizi Khathide, SANSA 10 

11:35-
11:45 

Questions to the Panel 10 

11:45- 
13:05 

Topic : Reaching Out 
Session 15 (Chair : Ulrich Oberprieler) 

11:45-
12:00 

A Strategic Partnership with SAASTEC Board of Directors 
for the Natural EnerKey PMC 

Gcinimuzi Jeremia 
Mafereka and Prince 
Bodibe 

15 

12:00-
12:10 

Science and Shopping. Can science education and 
outreach successfully take place in shopping malls? 

Colette de Villiers,  
Sci-Enza 

10 

12:10-
12:20 

Rethinking museum visitors: Utilising a Mobile Museum to 
reach previously disadvantaged audiences.  

Tebogo Mohlakane-
Mafereka,  
National Museum  

10 

12:20- 
12:30 

Effectiveness of Science Centre Outreach Programme in 
Sciencesõ formal/informal learning  

Mondli Mnguni,  
Mondi Science Centre 

10 

12:30- 
12:45 

Strictly come STEM 
Tracey Pillay and Vashania 
Moodley, UniZul 

15 

12:45- 
12:55 

Questions to the Panel 10 

12:55-
13:50 

Lunch @ DNSM City Hall galleries (and Poster Session) 55 

13:50- 
15:10 

Topic : Formal and Informal Learning 
Session 16 (Chair : Tebogo Habedi) 

13:50-
14:00 

Grooming tomorrowõs Scientists and Engineers through 
the Role Modelling Campaign  

Onica Phayane, SAASTA 10 

14:00- 
14:10 

So little time and so much to do... National Science Week 
2013  

Thami Mangena, Sci-Bono 
Discovery Centre 

10 

14:10-
14:20 

Science awareness to Blind and Deaf  Buzani Khumalo, SAAO 10 

14:20- 
14:30 

The role of AASC in promoting science literacy in schools 
and the public  

Jan Seopa, Anglo 
American Science Centre 

10 

14:30-
14:40 

Removing shackles for new vistas: Museum for people 
with disabilities.  

Mr Tebogo Mohlakane-
Mafereka. National 
Museum 

10 

14:40- 
14:50 

Innovative methods of exposing learners to the 
Construction Industry  

Kagiso Ledwaba,  
Sci-Enza 

10 

14:50- 
15:10 

Questions to the Panel 15 

15:10-
15:40 

Conference Wrap-up ï Michael Peter 

15:40- 
16:00 

Tea 20 

Delegates who are not staying for workshop on Friday can depart.   
Free evening. 
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Friday 8th & Saturday 9th November 2013 

Time Post Conference Workshop  (Held at the DNSM City Hall Gallery) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday: 
08:30- 
16:00 
 
 
Saturday: 
08:30- 
16:00 

How to Conduct Research and Evaluation in your Institution 
Course Leader: Marie Hobson 
Marie Hobson - has experience of conducting and managing audience research and evaluation at two national 
museums: the Natural History Museum and Science Museum, London, UK. Marie has a Masters in Museum 
Studies from the University of Leicester, UK.   

 
This workshop is a practical introduction to data collection, analysis and dissemination to enable you 
to create your own set of tools to conduct good quality research and evaluation in your institution.  
 
The workshop will cover the following, through a series of interactive sessions: 
Å What is visitor research and evaluation? 
Å Why is conducting visitor research and evaluation important? 
Å How to plan a piece of research/evaluation 
Å How to choose what methods to use, including when to use qualitative or quantitative methods 
Å How to analyse your findings 
Å How to share your findings with different stakeholders 
Å How to conduct research and evaluation with limited resources 
 
The course leaders will draw upon their own first-hand experiences of conducting research and 
evaluation and use real life case studies to show how these techniques can be used in practice.  
 

 
 
 

 
15

th
 SAASTEC Conference delegates at the Royal Hotel venue 
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APPENDIX D 

Financial Report 

 

  
Amount 

INCOME   
Grant from DST  R 200 000 

Income from Delegates  R 112 300 

TOTAL INCOME    R 312 300 

   

EXPENDITURE     
 Qty  

  

Conference venue      

Sponsored by DNSM   

   

Refreshments     

Teas and lunches - sponsored by DNSC 130 R 0 

   

   

Printing and Artwork      

Book of Abstracts 140 R 10 559 

Other printing  R 2 735 

   

Conference accessories      

   

Conference bags,  130 R 10 619 

Lanyards, notebooks and pens - sponsored   

   

Conference Organising     

 R160 x 130 pax (G. Stone)  R 20 800 

Accommodation and flight   R 4 075 

   

Delegate transport      

Transport to and from the airport, to and from the   R 46 865 

conference venue daily, and to and from the 
functions. 

 

 

   

Functions (including drinks)     

Ice-breaker on Monday and post-conference 
workshop 

130  x R87 R 11 427 

Dinner - Tuesday @ UShaka 130 x R187 R 24 375 

Dinner - Wednesday @ Moses Mabhida Stadium 150 x R456 R 68 430 

Lunches + teas  for post conf workshop - 2 days 60 x R186 R 11 160 

   

General     
Ian Watt - invited Plenary speaker - air ticket 

 
R 6 874 

Air-ticket pay-in for Kenyan delegate who had visa 
problems 

 
R 1 023 

Marie Hobson workshop - flight and accommodation 

 
R 16 057 

Laptop (stolen from conference venue - replaced for 
Kenyan delegate) 

 
R 4 599 

Insurance 

 
R 2 000 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE   R 241 598 

   SURPLUS   R70 701 
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APPENDIX E 
 

Results of On-line Delegates Survey 
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